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Creative Credit & Copyright 

We live in a “copy and paste” world. Technology makes is easy to copy 
and paste words, phrases and pictures with just a few clicks. Did you 
know that it is against the law to copy and paste someone else’s work 
and present it as your own? This is called plagiarism.  

When you create your own story, poem, song, drawing or project you 
automatically own the copyright to it. Copyright is a type of 
protection given to authors and illustrators so others cannot use their 
creations without their permission. Authors can grant the right for 
others to use their creations by writing an agreement. Often times 
authors request users to give credit on or at the end of their project. 
Therefore, it is very important to cite your sources when you write a 
paper, create a project or give a presentation. When you are 
researching a topic to use in a paper or presentation, be sure to take 
notes and then form sentences in your own words. It is so easy to 
plagiarize without even knowing it!  

Creative Commons is a kind of copyright provided for anyone who 
wants to copy, share and build on someone else’s creative work as long 
as proper credit is given to the owner. This website is a great place to 
go to find creative commons content:  

https://search.creativecommons.org/. Happy searching!  



1. Sandy copied and pasted an entire paragraph about ocean whales on 
her research paper. She found the paragraph on the National 
Geographic website. Sandy broke the law. This is an example of  
_________________________________________________________.  

2. The type of protection given to authors and illustrators so others  
cannot use their creations without their permission is called _____ 
_________________________________________________________. 

    3 .  Always ______________________ your sources when you write a paper.  

   4.  Authors can grant the right for others to use their creations by writing  

        an ____________________________________________________________. 

  5.  ___________________________________is a kind of copyright provided  

      for anyone who wants to copy, share and build on someone else’s  

      creative work as long as proper credit is given to the owner. 



6.  Spend a few minutes browsing https://search.creativecommons.org/.  
You can so broad searches like “art” or “photos”.  You can also search for 
your favorite topics like “Easter” or ‘baseball”. 

Write about a few things that you found interesting on the site.  How do you 
think this site can be helpful for students? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

https://search.creativecommons.org/



